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already before the public; such as Mill's History
of British India; Moor's Hindoo Pantheon ; Ward's
History, Literature, Mythology, Manners and Cus-
toms of the Hindoos ; Coleman's Mythology;
the Abb6 Dubois on the Manners and Customs
of the Hindoos, and others. But, as far as my
knowledge extends, no similar work exists> giving
a methodical account of the Mohummudan branch
of the Indian population which embraces the
various subjects comprehended in this, or which
treats of them individually with sufficient precision
and accuracy. Prom the comparative simplicity
and rationality of the Mohummudan system of
religion, its followers are less accessible to the
influence of conversion, and may have therefore
attracted less attention from Christian missionaries,
(who are the closest observers of a people among
whom they pursue their pious labours) ; while few
other Europeans could have acquired the minute
and curious information requisite for composing
such a work ; and learned natives did not think of
describing, to their own countrymen, matters which
they knew from daily observatkxa and practice.
But whatever may have been the cause of the
almost total neglect of this interesting field of im^
quiry, I shall here proceed to explain the object
of the following sheets. It is to give a Detailed
account of all the customs adopted and ob-
served in India, more particularly in the Duk'hun,